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***FACT CHECKING THE HOUSE DEMOCRAT RESPONSE  

ON RACE TO THE TOP APPLICATION*** 
 

While Representative Sands is rushing to name-call and point fingers, some basic research on 
the proposal from Delaware and Tennessee (the two states that were awarded Race to the Top 
Funding this afternoon) shows that Representative Sands continues to let his extreme 
partisanship get in the way of basic facts and common sense. 
 
According to Education Week:  
 

 Delaware recently passed legislation to increase accountability for teachers and 
principals.  No educators can be rated as "effective" unless their students demonstrate 
satisfactory levels of growth.  Delaware teachers rated as "ineffective" for two to three 
years can be removed from the classroom, even if they have tenure. 
 

 Tennessee has created the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System to use data that 
has been collected since 1992 in the teacher evaluation process.  Tennessee is moving 
to the “effective teacher” model immediately, and using this data as a significant part of 
evaluations by school year 2011-12. 

 
So, while Representative Sands blames Florida’s loss of Race to the Top funding on “draconian 
bills” and an “extreme view of education reform,” the two winning states made the foundation 
of their proposals the same very common sense proposals that the Florida Legislature is 
considering right now.  
 
House Bill 7189 will reward excellent teachers whose students learn a year’s worth of 
knowledge in a year’s time.  It will reward teachers who take on the challenging assignment of 
teaching in either high-poverty or low-performing schools, high-demand subjects such as math 
and science or those who teach students with disabilities.   
 

(more) 



 

 

It will build off the reforms of the past ten years – reforms that demonstrated success just last 
week when the National Assessment of Educational Progress showed Florida to be one of only 
12 states to show a significant increase in average reading scores over the past two years.  
 
But Representative Sands did hit the nail on the head in one case: Florida did not receive the 
Race to the Top Award today because of the teacher’s union undermining the state’s 
application.  Note that Delaware had 100% of the state’s teachers support the bid and 
Tennessee had 93% of local teachers’ unions sign on.   
 
Teachers’ unions in Delaware and Tennessee can support their teachers being rewarded for 
excellence in the classroom. President Obama agrees stating, "Too many supporters of my 
party have resisted the idea of rewarding excellence in teaching with extra pay, even though we 
know it can make a difference in the classroom." It’s a shame that House Democrats and 
Florida’s teachers’ union are more concerned with maintaining the status quo than giving their 
quality teachers the higher salaries they deserve. 
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