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Dear Governor Crist,

On behalf of the many members of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
throughout the State of Florida, I strongly urge you to sign SB 6 into law.

While Florida has made great strides in education under your leadership as
Education Commissioner and now as Governor, it is clear that much more needs to
be done. According to the 2009 National Assessment of Educational Progress, only
3l% of Florida’s eighth-grade students are proficient or better in reading, and just
29% are proficient or better in mathematics. The reforms included in SB 6 continue
the work you have done to improve Florida by prioritizing educational quality over
politics. This bill will help close achievement gaps among low-income and minority
students—it includes provisions supported nationally by both Republicans and
Democrats, including President Barack Obama and Secretary of Education Arne
Duncan.

As our senior vice president, Arthur Rothkopf, testified before the Florida
House of Representatives, the bill currently before you is squarely in the mainstream
of education reform in the United States and would modernize Florida’s teacher
workforce. This bill ensures that every child has the quality teacher to which he or
she is entitled. It ensures that current and future Floridians will have access to family-
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sustaining, 2l century jobs and that Florida’s businesses will have the workforce they

need to remain competitive in a global economy.

On March 25, 2010, you praised this bill, saying that “This is a bill that really

focuses on trying to help children and encouraging better teachers. It pays better

teachers more, and that just seems like the right thing to do to me.” We agree, and we

urge you to do the right thing by signing this bill into law. We commend your

leadership on this issue and look forward to working with you to keep Florida

competitive.

Thomas J. Donohue


